LETTER  II.

BRUNSWICK, July i2th, 1786,

THAT the King is very ill is very certain; but he is
not at the point of death. Zimmermann, the famous
Hanoverian physician, whom he sent for, has de-
clared that, if he would be careful, he might still live;
but he is incorrigible on the article of abstinence. He
still mounts his horse, and he even trotted fifty paces
some days since, with a man on each side of him; but
it is nevertheless true that he has the dropsy; and in
reality, he has not been any better since my departure.
I shall not see the reigning Duke of Brunswick before
this evening; he is in the country. He has powerfully
supported the election which the Chapters of Hildesheim
and Paderborn have lately made of a coadjutor. M.
Furstemberg has been elected. Vienna caballed exceed-
ingly in favor of the Archduke Maximilian. It appears
that the Duke wishes to promote peace, since he en-
deavors, by every means, to strengthen the Germanic
confederation, which certainly has that only for its end,
though the means may give room for reflection* I have
my reasons for being of that opinion, which I shall ex-
plain on some other occasion. To-day I am at the mercy
of the courier.

Parties are very busy at Berlin; especially that of
Prince Henry, who is eternally eager, without wall
knowing what he wishes. But all is silence in the King's
presence; he still is King, and, so will remain to the
last moment.

As the immediate death of the King is not expected,
I shall continue at Brunswick some days, in order to
prepare him for my return (much more premature
than I had announced) and that I may more nearly
study the Duke,
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